Mobility with Academic Staff
Field Internship – Western Visayas, Philippines

· February 2026 (exact dates and logistics will be specified later).
· Location: mainly rural areas on Guimaras, Panay and Negros.
· Work will include outdoor activities in hot and humid tropical climate and cooperation with local institutions and farmers.
· Working language on site will be English.
MENDELU, in cooperation with Helping Hands for Guimaras (HHG) and Guimaras State University (GSU), is preparing a field internship in the Western Visayas region of the Philippines (islands Guimaras, Panay, Negros). The area offers excellent conditions for research in agroforestry, sustainable land use, and rural/community development.
1. Thematic focus – choose one of the topics presented
Topic 1: Climate-resilient agroforestry and diversified production systems
Possible angles:
· mapping and description of existing agroforestry/mixed mango systems
· proposals for crop/species diversification with respect to climate change
· simple field surveys (soil/vegetation), use of drones/mapping, basic hydrological/erosion indicators
· recording bioindicators (e.g. mangroves) and changes in the landscape
Intended for: mainly LDF, AF, ZF, but open to others with interest in land use/environment.
Topic 2: Community / eco-tourism and local socio-economic development
Possible angles:
· mapping of community/eco-tourism actors and services
· interviews with farmers, local government, tourism operators
· simple value chain and cost–benefit views for local products/services
· assessing how new connectivity (PGN) may affect planning and capacities
Intended for: mainly FRRMS, PEF, but open to others with socio-economic/rural development interest.
Bonus topic 3: Organisational help with planned library opening in Nueva Valencia, Guimaras 
· organisation of book collection, dealing with local officials and Helping Hands for Guimaras NGO
2. What applicants must submit
Each student submits a short proposal containing:
1. Motivation – why you want to join this specific internship in the Philippines (relevance to your study, career, interest in SE Asia; first-time mobility is an advantage).
2. Chosen topic – Topic 1 (agroforestry) or Topic 2 (socio-economics/tourism).
3. Planned focus – what exactly you would like to work on there (e.g. “I would like to map agroforestry plots and propose diversification for mango orchards” / “I will interview eco-tourism actors about the PGN bridge impacts”).
4. Methods you can use – interviews, questionnaires, basic field survey, mapping, data processing, etc. (keep it realistic).
5. Link to your thesis or other output – if you plan to use the internship for Bc./Ing. thesis, say how.
6. Short profile – study programme and year, language skills, previous field experience (not required, but motivation and ability to work in the field will be preferred).
3. Selection criteria
Priority will be given to forming a strong, multidisciplinary team that will represent MENDEL University abroad not only through the quality of its research, but also through the personalities of its members and their ability to cooperate and work smoothly together. Make sure you are a team player before you apply .
· clear motivation and ability to actively participate in field research in tropical conditions
· logical fit to one of the two topics
· potential to turn the stay into a thesis or publication-ready material
· preference for first-time mobility and for students who show interest in Southeast Asia
· effort to create a balanced interdisciplinary MENDELU team (faculties will be mixed)
In case of any questions about research contact Ing. Tadeáš Hrušovský (ideally through MS TEAMS).
