Call for Applications
Professional Field Internship
Thailand – Kasetsart University, Bangkok
Internship period: Mid-October to mid-November 2026
Mendel University in Brno is organising an international professional internship in cooperation with Kasetsart University in Bangkok. The programme is intended for students with an interest in entomology, arachnology, biological pest control, invertebrate biomonitoring, and biodiversity research in tropical forest and agricultural ecosystems.
Basic Information
	Destination
	Thailand, Kasetsart University, Bangkok

	Dates
	Mid-October to mid-November 2026

	Eligible applicants
	Primarily students of the Faculty of Forestry and Wood Technology, with additional opportunities for students of the Faculty of AgriSciences and, depending on capacity and thematic fit, individual students from the Faculty of Horticulture and Faculty of Regional Development and International Studies.

	Format of work
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Students from the Czech Republic will work directly with students from Kasetsart University under the academic supervision of a member of staff from the Faculty of Forestry and Wood Technology.

	Academic focus
	The functional role of insects and spiders in tropical ecosystems in the context of biodiversity conservation and biological pest control.



Programme Focus
The programme integrates sustainable tropical forestry, biodiversity conservation, and research on the functional role of invertebrates, especially insects and spiders, in forest and agricultural ecosystems. Emphasis is placed on linking theoretical knowledge with hands-on field research and subsequent laboratory analysis of collected material.
Main Components of the Internship
seminars held at Kasetsart University,
field modules at Sanam Chai Khet Forestry Station and in Huai Kha Khaeng Wildlife Sanctuary,
testing of biological control methods in mango orchards,
biomonitoring of invertebrates, with a particular focus on insects and spiders,
assessment of insect and spider diversity in different types of tropical forest stands,
laboratory processing of collected material, data analysis, and biodiversity assessment,
introduction to wildlife ecology in tropical ecosystems.
What Students Will Learn
Working in international teams, students will gain experience in the full process of scientific research from formulating research questions and hypotheses, through planning and conducting fieldwork, to data analysis and the final presentation of results. The internship will also strengthen the academic and practical skills required for ecological research focused on entomology, arachnology, biodiversity conservation, and biological control.
Benefits for Students
The internship in Thailand offers a unique opportunity to gain first-hand experience of scientific work in a different natural and cultural setting, strengthen academic, language, and teamwork skills, and actively contribute to current topics in biodiversity, nature conservation, and sustainable landscape management.
Application Requirements
Applicants are required to submit a brief proposal (1–2 pages) outlining the following:
Motivation – why you wish to participate in this professional internship in Thailand (how it relates to your studies, career goals, academic interests, and motivation to work in an international environment; first-time international mobility is an advantage).
Chosen academic focus – state which thematic area of the programme is closest to your interests, for example entomology, arachnology, biological pest control, biodiversity assessment in tropical forests, or the effects of forest management on biodiversity.
Planned focus of work – briefly describe what and how you would like to work on during the internship (e.g. “I would like to focus on the biomonitoring of spiders and insects in different types of tropical forest stands” or “I would like to contribute to testing biological control methods in mango orchards”).
Methods you can apply – outline the approaches or skills you could contribute or use during the internship, such as field data collection, basic inventories, habitat monitoring, laboratory processing and measurement of samples, or statistical analysis.
Link to your thesis or another output – if you plan to use the internship as part of your bachelor’s thesis, master’s thesis, or another academic output, briefly explain how.
Short applicant profile – study programme and year, language skills, and any previous experience with field or laboratory research. Previous experience is not required; motivation, reliability, and willingness to work in the field are considered particularly important.
Selection Criteria
The selection process will emphasise the formation of a strong and well-functioning team capable of representing Mendel University with distinction in an international academic environment.
Applications will be assessed primarily on the basis of:
the quality and persuasiveness of the motivation statement,
the relevance of the applicant’s academic background to the internship focus,
a realistic and clearly formulated plan of work for the stay,
willingness to participate actively in both field and laboratory research under tropical conditions,
ability to collaborate effectively in an international Czech–Thai team,
the potential to use the internship outcomes in further study or another academic output,
preference for first-time international mobility and for students who demonstrate a strong overall interest in Southeast Asia.

For any questions related to the research internship, please contact Dr. Ondřej Košulič, Department of Forest Protection and Wildlife Management, Faculty of Forestry and Wood Technology.
